THE ELGIN MARBLES.

INTEREST IN GREECE 1IN THE PROPOSED:
RESTITUTION.

Athens Dispatch o the London Standard.
The question of tha raestitution of the Elgin

marbles is at present greatly agitating public |

opinfon in this country. Mr. Frederioc Harrl-

son’s strongly-worded appeal in the ourrent
number of %he Nineteen Century, for the re-
turn of those priceless fragments to the Greelr
Nation as an act of justice, and the article to a
similar effect in the Standard of the 5th inst.,

have revived a grievanco which has been prao- -

tioally dormant tor more than half a century.
During that period the Hellenes have been too
fully occupied in founding and cousolidating
their national existence to spare mnoh attention
to the relios of & past glory. But now that the
have obtained their independence and prove
their capacity to stand alone, they are naturally
anxious to gather around them those records of
thelr country’s history to whioh, in their opin-
iou, they cun lay a just clatm.

‘There is no guestlon that, ag rogarda the Elgin
marbles, the Greslis make outa very strong case.
They argue that the Earl of Elgin received his
authorization to dismantle the Acropolis, not
from the Greek people, but from an invader hard-
ly leas fconoclastic than the Goths and Vandals:
that now that tho Acropolis has roverted to its
rightful owners. all that it conteined, or that
it was arbitrurily despolled of, should return
with it; and they can point to contemporary
opinion on the matter, including Lord Byron's
donunciation of ** the Pictish Peexr,” as proof that
the removal was condemned even at atime when
it was most possible to set up for it ¢ plausible
exouse. As Ii;)o' the argument that the marbles
are safer and better preserved at the British Mu-
soum, that plea was, no doubt, foroible enough
in the days when Greece was overrun by Turk-

ish troops and a scene of continual confilct. Bug |

it does not hold good now that the Greeks are
an independent nation, and have proved their
right to be reckoned with.

The Greek people, at any rate, have no mis-
givings in this direction, and they are accord-
ngly making the most of the regent awakenin
of the British conscience. On Thursday last
informed you that the hope of a restitution of
the Elgin fragments had arocused the keenest in-

terest. The question has now gone beyond the

stage of discussion, and has entered that of
action. The Muriocipal Counoil of Athens has

decldod to make a formal appeal to the British |

(Government and Parliamaent for the return of
the marbles and metopes to tho Parthenon, and
to oconvey an expression of thanks to Mr, Fred-
eric Harrison and the Standard for their initia-
tive in the matter. The Greeks have great
confldence In the sense of justice of the English
people, and are already looking forward to the
result of the petition with somo degree of hope.
It they are not disappoiuted, there will be strong
revival among thein of their former enthusiasm
tor England.
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